
Flood Help for Missouri Citizens 

Septic Tank Failures 

Septic Tank Failure 

Many septic tank systems at individual properties have been flooded.  Most of these 
systems will remain inoperable until the flood waters recede and the ground where the 
sewage is absorbed becomes somewhat dry.  Some of these systems may be so 
damaged that repairs will be required before they will work again. 

One big problem with a septic tank that doesn’t work is the release of untreated 
sewage onto the top of the ground or into stagnant pools left behind by the flood.  The 
pooled sewage from these tanks can be a significant health hazard.  The other big 
problem is the backup of sewage into the building, caused by a blockage that results 
from the damaged tank system or piping. 

Recommendations to the Public 

 Avoid using the house plumbing system if the septic tank or the lateral field is still 
under water. 

 Do not use the plumbing system if sewage is backing up into the house. 

 Carefully investigate the cause of sewage backups.  Check the septic tank to see if 
it has shifted, or if the grease layer in the top of the tank has blocked the inlet or 
outlet pipes.  Any of the sewage pipes either leading to the septic tank or to the 
lateral field may have become broken or filled with silt. 

 Try to minimize the amount of mud entering the plumbing system.  Mud will fill the 
septic tank and can cause the lateral lines to become clogged. 

 Individual lagoons that have silted in or have been physically damaged should be 
repaired as soon as possible before long-term use is resumed. 

 Contact your local county sanitarian for assistance with repairs or construction of 
new septic tank systems. 

 Avoid contact with the sewage from the septic tank systems that aren’t working.  
Raw sewage is a public health problem and can contain diseases. 
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